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Ada County Courthouse
200 West Front Street  Boise, ID 83702

The original 1860s courthouse had a first floor jail that allowed prisoners to strike up conversations with passersby. Now, those laid back days are gone. Today, the 1939 Ada County courthouse, built by the Works Progress Administration, is an austere nine-story edifice. Designed by well known Boise architects Tourtellotte and Hummel, the building is fashioned from Indiana limestone in the Starved Classical style, resembling an Art Deco style.

Ann Morrison Park
1000 South Americana Boulevard  Boise, ID 83702

Geese and ducks boldly march past a cascading fountain, while children swing high into the air at Boise's largest park. Ann Mprrison Park is a bucolic place to spend an afternoon. Named after Ann Daly, who is more famous under her married name of Morrison (as in Morrison-Knudson Company), this 153-acre park opened in 1959. Today, visitors can play tennis, softball, football and soccer or relax next to the Boise River for a picnic.

Art Source Gallery
1015 West Main Street Boise, ID 83703    331 3374

The 60-foot wall in this artist-owned gallery will catch your attention. The hand-painted "History of Art" displays the creativity of the gallery's artists. And it is just the tip of the iceberg. Oil, watercolor and acrylic paintings unfold at Art Source Gallery, which displays the work of over 40 artists. There is a medium for every taste including pottery, jewelry, photography and sculpture. Featuring the largest gallery-owned collection of paintings in Boise, the gallery is known for hosting local artists.

Artisan

124 East State Street         Eagle, ID 83616          939 5889

An old-fashioned lamppost marks the entrance to this small, boxy gallery. Located a few miles from Boise in the small town of Eagle, which has been transformed from an agricultural town to a trendy Boise suburb, the Artisan gallery features pottery, jewelry, paintings, furniture, baskets and woodwork. Customers can appreciate local talent or discover a new national artist to follow. Past displays have included watercolors of Idaho and mixed media paintings.
Bad Irish

199 North 8th Street   Boise, ID 83702     338 8939

This popular bar takes the concept of Irish pub to a whole new level. With special events and promotions everyday of the week, from Manic Monday, with dollar beers and electronica music, to beer pong Tuesday, Trivia Thursday and live bands all weekend, there's always a party atmosphere at Bad Irish. And of course, the pub hosts the baddest St. Patrick's Day party in town. 

Barber Park

4049 South Eckert Road   Boise, ID 83716      577 4575

Hugging the Boise River, this park invites visitors to take a dip in the river's blue waters. Most visitors accept the invitation, with about 250,000 people beginning Boise's summer river-rafting ritual at the park. But river-rafting is not the only attraction. Fox, muskrat and beaver make the park their home. Developed sections of the park provide wildlife-viewing opportunities and educational information. Picnic facilities are scattered throughout the park. If you don't feel like packing a lunch, a concession stand is also available.

Basque Museum & Cultural Center

611 Grove Street    Boise, ID 83702     343 2671

The oldest brick building in Boise, the Cyrus Jacobs-Uberuaga House is also part of the Basque Museum. Built in 1864, this building served as a Basque boarding house from 1910-1970 when the Basques immigrated from the northern Iberian Peninsula, now part of Spain. The second largest community of Basque people in the world resides in the Boise area, and this museum, now mostly housed in an additional building, is the only one of its kind in the nation. Exhibits include artifacts from various cultural traditions and events.

Big City Coffee & Cafe

5517 West State Street

Boise, ID 83703

This bicycle-decorated coffee house offers something most others don't - waffles, and lots of them. Diners can select from six different waffles with toppings ranging from hot applesauce to peanut butter. Other breakfast items include quiche and

muffins. Sandwiches, soup and salad are the lunch offerings. The owner, a former racer and bicycle mechanic, is known for brewing strong coffee.

Bogus Creek Outfitters and Ranch

7355 South Eagle Road  Meridian, ID 83642       887 7880

Bogus Creek Ranch, located in Meridian, offers a complete western experience for the entire family as well as out of town guests. Come for the Western Action Adventure Show in the summer or enjoy a Winter Sleigh Ride & Dinner at Bogus Basin in the winter. The Ranch is also perfect for corporate events, company picnics, weddings, receptions and fundraisers. There are events for all seasons, and the venue assists in all aspects of planning to give the customer a complete vacation package that fits any sized group or budget.

Boise Art Museum

670 Julia Davis Drive    Boise, ID 83702       345 833

For 70 years the Boise Art Museum has provided an imaginative excursion for all the senses. Wander through the airy sculpture garden or admire one of the pieces from the museum's 15 galleries. The museum regularly features local artists, such as self-taught James Castle who, despite his deafness, was recognized nationally for his original drawings. A wide range of activities are offered for children and adults including tours and annual events including the popular Art in the Park.

Boise Convention and Visitors Bureau

312 South Ninth Street  Suite 100   Boise, ID 83702     344 7777

Pamphlets, maps, booklets and friendly faces stuff this small visitor's center, located in the Boise Centre on the Grove Plaza. Helpful employees at the Boise Convention and Visitors Bureau quickly answer questions and recommend local restaurants, accommodation and entertainment. Visitors wanting to venture outside of Boise's boundaries will find useful information here about attractions within a three-hour drive from the city limits

Boise National Forest
1249 South Vinnell Way  Boise, ID 83709     373-4100

Less than an hour drive from Boise is the nation's seventh largest forest, offering about 2.6 million acres of recreational opportunities. Towering ponderosa pine and Douglas fir dot the forest, located northeast of Boise. Home to Bogus Basin, the forest offers more than 70 campgrounds and picnic facilities. Fishermen haunt the streams and rivers looking for trout, while hunters seek deer. Mountain bikers and hikers explore the many trail systems and river kayak enthusiasts can enjoy the white water here. The main office with information is in Boise.

Blues Bouquet

1010 West Main Street     Boise, ID 83702      345 6605

This downtown nightspot offers you no choice but to get your groove on. The charming long, narrow bar offers every cocktail from the classical martini to the modern "chili bomb." The stage in back is regularly visited by various local blues, rock and reggae bands. On occasion, the venue features more prominent acts. Open since 1993, this club provides ample seating. The bar has a colorful history dating back to 1902. The clientele, although diverse, is generally from late twenties to late forties

The Cabin

801 South Capitol Boulevard    Boise, ID 83702     331 8000

This old log cabin perches next to the Boise River, a tiny presence under the shadow of the three-story Boise Public Library. The Cabin might be small, but its mission is large. Created to provide programming for readers and writers, the center has hosted well-known authors, such as Pam Houston and David Guterson. The last Friday of each month is set aside for Idaho authors including Kim Barnes, a Pulitzer Prize nominee. Local author's writings can also be found in the Log Cabin Store.

Camel's Back Park

1200 West Heron Street     Boise, ID 83702       384 4240

Nestled in the North End, this popular park rises like a camel's sandy hump in the high desert. To really appreciate the park, bring your walking shoes and get your heart rate up with a vigorous hike to the top. It stretches out below you from the tree-lined North End streets to the prairie like desert and craggy Owyhee Mountains in the distance. After your climb, grill some burgers and play a set of tennis at the public courts (reserve in advance). If you've had enough activity, relax on the green lawn and watch Frisbee-loving dogs show off.

Cascade Raft & Kayak

(800) 292-7238

Cascade Raft and Kayak has been offering Idaho whitewater rafting trips since 1985, bringing families together one splash at a time. With a variety of whitewater rafting trips from a mellow half day river float to a full day of whitewater thrills, Cascade Raft and Kayak offers the best Idaho rafting experience on the Payette River. Located just 45 minutes from Boise, Idaho overlooking the Main Payette we also offer group river rafting adventures and catering. So make a splash for this year's office party or teambuilding event with an Idaho whitewater rafting trip and Cascade Raft and Kayak.

Centennial Golf Course

2600 Centrennial Drive  Nampa, ID 83687     468-5889

Idaho's busiest golf course is located close to downtown Nampa, about 20 miles west of Boise, just off Interstate 84. Offering wide fairways with large, low greens, the course is forgiving and popular with beginners. Amenities include a pro shop, lessons, driving and practice ranges, banquet facilities and a snack bar. The club house boasts 360 degree views of the valley. Visible from the highway, this course rolls along a series of hills, providing views of the high desert surrounding the Boise Valley. Check website for green fees. Booking is advisable at least two days in advance.

Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge

13751 Upper Embankment Road      Nampa, ID 83686      467 9278

With more than 200 bird species on record and over 11,000 acres of space, this refuge is a wildlife lovers' dream. A 45-minute drive from Boise, the Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge includes Lake Lowell, which is a popular spot for boating, swimming and fishing. Annual bird migrations make the lake an enchanting place for bird watching. Low water during late August exposes muddy areas that are particularly popular with water birds. From October 1 through April 14 the lake and islands are closed to boats. Check website for more details.

Discovery Center of Idaho

131 West Myrtle Street     Boise, ID 83702        343 9895

Have you ever wondered why you see colors in soap bubbles? Your answer waits at this educational center, a fun science museum that features interactive and hands-on displays. Visitors can check out the House of Science to see how machines and devices work, and what scientific principles take effect. More than 40 different exhibits, including several traveling exhibits, are featured.

Dry Creek Mercantile

5892 W Hidden Springs Dr.   Hidden Spings ID 83714      229-2001

The Dry Creek Mercantile warmly greets you as you enter into the Hidden Springs Community.  This unique General Store and Eatery, known as The Merc, acts as a dynamaic social gathering place, party headquarters and town center.  Everyone is welcomed here and treated like a neighbor!  It has a warm, inviting atmosphere and prides itself on being family friendly, with an emphasis on friendly.  Friday nights are popular at The Merc.  Large crowds gather to enjoy the family style buffet and often live musical talent is showcased.  The Merc is an inviting environment for all.

Eagle Hills Golf Course

605 North Edgewood Lane    Eagle, ID 83616      939 0402

Trees reflect off the ponds and mountains rise in the background at this old-time Treasure Valley golf course. With some of the holes dating back to the 1960s, Eagle Hills Golf Course makes its way past homes, trees and several ponds. A two-story clubhouse offers refreshments and facilities for parties and weddings. It also hosts a popular Sunday Brunch.

Eagle Island State Park

4000 West Hatchery Road    Eagle, ID 83616     939 0696

See what Travel Guide users think of Eagle Island State Park

Retaliate against those hot, dry Boise summer days and head off to this nearby state park. Located in the town of Eagle, only eight miles west of the city, the park offers swimming, picnic spots, a waterslide, disc golf course, horseshoe pits and a sandy beach on which to stretch out. On warm summer days, smiling children disappear in and out of the bright blue waterslide's winding tunnels.

Edwards Boise Stadium 21 & IMAX

7709 Overland Road       Boise, ID 83709         377 9603

Put your quarter-rolls away; it is not a casino. Despite enough neon lighting to make Las Vegas jealous, this giant movie theater mall is film watching at its best. Armed with 21 theaters - including five 450-seaters that mimic a classic Hollywood theater; this movie house provides superior digital sound and comfortable high-backed chairs.

Flicks

646 Fulton Street        Boise, ID 83702       342 4222 

This independent and foreign film cinema, located near the Eighth Street Marketplace, is a perfect escape from the high-budgeted, predictable movies Hollywood often offers. Movie goers don't have to sneak their favorite beverages into the theater. Instead, try from the selection at Rick's Cafe American. The cinema also features a video rental area, where you can find rare and vintage films.

Flying M Coffeehouse

500 West Idaho Street     Boise, ID 83702         345 4320

This arty cafe blends arts and crafts from local, regional and national artists with espresso, coffee, pastries and sandwiches. Light meals are the specialty here. Hand-crafted sandwiches and soups are lunch favorites, while the pastries and espresso drinks lure diners in throughout the day. Casual and laid back, the friendly cafe tempts customers to lounge outside or near the door to watch passersby. The relaxed atmosphere makes it a favorite hangout for local writers and bookworms.

Gernika Basque Pub & Eatery

202 South Capitol Boulevar        Boise, ID 83702        344 2175

Experience Boise's Basque scene at this cozy, charming downtown eatery. Lamb stew, beef tongue (served on Saturdays), chorizo and solomo sandwiches decorate this funky menu. Standard fare exists for the less brave, too. Indulge with a 22-ounce Guinness or a glass of Basque wine. For a taste of Basque, try the croquetas. Tables are sparse, and prized if found. Outdoor seating is also available during the warmer months.

Glen L. and Ruth Evans Gem and Mineral Collection

2112 East Cleveland Boulevard  College of Idaho, Boone Hall, Room 108

Caldwell, ID 83605         459 5211

Thousands of colorful rocks and gems sit behind glass cabinets. With names like Tiger Eye, Bruneau Jasper and Lake Superior Agate, the stones assembled here make up one of the best collections of its kind in the nation. Two cabinets display more than 2,000 Cabochons, comprised of materials that may no longer be available. This extraordinary collection is the 40-year masterpiece of Glen and Ruth Evans, former College of Idaho trustee.

Grape Escape

800 West Idaho Street   Boise, ID 83702       368 0200

If watching people and sipping wine is your thing, then look no further. Conveniently located at the corner of busy Eighth and Idaho streets, this wine bar offers appetizers, desserts, and, of course, many varieties of wine by the glass or bottle. Big picture windows look out to the street where people stroll along at all hours of the day. Inside, the atmosphere is cozy with a comfortable bar and bistro-style tables. Lunches consist of sandwiches and salads. Appetizers and dinner menus change frequently. Grape Escape is also a popular place for weekend brunch.

Hells Canyon Winery

18835 Symms Road         Caldwell, ID 83607          454 3300

Part of the Treasure Valley's growing wine country, this winery offers award-winning chardonnay and other wines under the Hell's Canyon label. Opened in 1980, the winery is located near several other wineries in a grape-loving stretch of land near the Snake River about 45 minutes from Boise. Named for the Snake River's famous Hell's Canyon, the chateau-inspired winery opens its doors to visitors on the weekends for wine tasting of the Hell's Canyon label, Bird Dog White and Retriever Red.

Hyde Park

North 13th Street       Boise, ID 83702       344 7777 

For old-world charm, visitors can stroll or cycle through this North End neighborhood. Neat bungalows line 13th Street, brushing up against sports stores, river guides, art galleries, interior decorators, antique shops and tasty restaurants like Lucky 13. Near downtown Boise but with a smaller neighborhood feel, Hyde Park is famous for its Hyde Park Street Fair. This small retail center deserves its place among favorite shopping haunts.

Idaho Angler

1682 South Vista Ave     Boise, ID 83705       389 9957

Though it's located in a residential area not particularly known for it's water, this fly fishing shop offers one of the best fishing and guide services in Boise. Known for having the largest fishing tackle selection in Idaho, the store also offers fly-tying services, fishing trips and classes on almost every topic of fly fishing imaginable. Guided tours include day trips exploring local rivers and longer excursions to Idaho's famous Salmon River.

Idaho Black History Museum

508 Julia Davis Drive   Boise, ID 83702      433 0017

Located in historic St. Paul Baptist Church, the Idaho Black History Museum celebrates Idaho's black culture. Open since 1995, the museum offers visitors many interesting historical tidbits, such as a look at Idaho's black cowboys and miners, and Idaho's contribution to the Civil Rights Movement. The building itself also has an interesting historical legacy as one of the first African-American churches in the Boise area, founded in 1909. Activities include storytelling, workshops, lectures and musical performances.

Idaho Botanical Garden

2355 Old Penitentiary Road   Boise, ID 83712       343 8649

Located on the Old Idaho State Penitentiary grounds, these beautiful gardens are a must-see attraction. Well cared for all year long, the gardens are available for formal tours or for private browsing. Stretching over about 50 acres, the area offers 11 theme gardens including native plants, water displays and a nature trail. Winter brings the Winter Garden Aglow and festive holiday lights. A popular venue for weddings. The gardens are open weekdays all yea round and weekends March through November.

Idaho Downs at Expo Idaho

5610 Glenwood Road   Garden City    Garden City, ID 83714

Sleek thoroughbreds and quarter horses compete at the Idaho Downs racetrack, located off Chinden Boulevard. The clean facility offers plenty of seating and parking. Formerly known as the Les Bois Racetrack, the new management team plans to have races up and running soon.

Idaho Ice World

7072 South Eisenman Road    Boise, ID 83716     331 0044

Located in the Boise Factory Outlet Mall, this indoor ice skating arena offers patrons great customer service complete outstanding skating programs. Programs include public and private youth and adult lessons, hockey leagues and even curling lessons. Ice skating sessions take place all year. Lesson prices vary and are subject to change regularly so call or e-mail for price information. Rink rental for special events is also available.

Idaho Military History Museum

4748 Lindberg Street  Building 924    Boise, ID 83705       272 4841

Located at Gowen Field, where airmen trained during World War II, this museum celebrates Idaho's military history through photographs and artifacts. A late-1800s lieutenant, sporting an enormous mustache, stares gloomily from the wall. World War II memorabilia has a prominent place among the displays, and you can stroll past a 1941 Willy's Jeep. The displays are brought up-to-date with F-4 and F-16 cockpit simulators. Visitors can make their own dog tag at the gift shop or visit the research library.

Idaho State Historical Museum

610 North Julia Davis Drive     Boise, ID 83712      334 2120

Visitors listen to the whispers of the pioneers as they tell Idaho's story through displays of historical artifacts at this museum. The Idaho State Historical Museum includes stories of prehistoric, Native American, Basque and Chinese cultures. Visitors also learn about the old frontier days and pioneer settlements. The museum offers many hours of exploration. Visitors can combine a trip here with a visit to the Pioneer Village, the Julia Davis Park or Zoo Boise, which are all located nearby. Opening times vary based on season.

Julia Davis Park

700 South Capitol Boulevard    Boise, ID 83702     384 4240

Boise's oldest park, located near downtown Boise, brims with activities. Named after an early Boise resident who died in 1907, the Julia Davis Park includes Zoo Boise, rose gardens, a pioneer village, several museums, and the Boise River Greenbelt pathway meandering next to the Boise River. A bridge crosses the river to Boise State University where you can continue your explorations. The 87-acre park even offers boat rentals at the lagoon.

Kathryn Albertson Park

1104 Royal Boulevard    Boise, ID 83706

This urban park, completed in 1989, is one of Boise's newest additions to its extensive park system. Ideal for nature-walkers, it features a self-guided tour down a paved pathway that explains its unique plant and animal habitat. The pond is filled with ducks and fish. Gazebos, a fountain and the largest cross-section of a Ponderosa Pine on this planet can also be found here. Named after the wife of the Albertsons' grocery store founder, the park is located across from Ann Morrison Park and allows leashed pets.

Knitting Factory Concert House

416 South 9th Street     Boise, ID 83702     367 1212

The Knitting Factory Concert House is one of the best concert halls in Boise. The venue hosts bands, comedy shows and other events throughout the week. Food and drinks are usually available for purchase during a show.

Lucky Peak State Park

9725 East Highway 21     Boise, ID 83716     334 2432

Visitors looking for a quick escape from the city should check out this large park just 8 miles east of Boise. You can build sand castles or enjoy a picnic at Sandy Point at the base of the Lucky Peak Dam. Cyclists can bike to the park on the Boise River Greenbelt. Known as one of the best parks in the Northwest, the area also offers fishing, boat ramps and watching wildlife.

Middle Fork Wilderness Outfitters

7233 Potomac Drive     Boise, ID 83704     720 2823

Middle Fork Wilderness Outfitters provides visitors the opportunity to explore the middle fork of the Salmon River, which includes over 80 rapids over 100 miles of river. June is the best month for experiencing white rapids, while July and August is best for a more relaxing trip where you can enjoy scenic views. The outfitter provides trips down the river on oar boats, paddle boats and kayaks for those who want to get in on the action.

Morrison-Knudsen Nature Center

600 South Walnut Street    Boise, ID 83712     334 2225

Offering a view of the Boise River's underwater world, this unique and interesting center allows visitors to see what happens under the rippling surface of a river. Hands-on computers help visitors understand and learn about the complex world of a living river. This learning center is a must for both tourists and residents, especially if you are a science buff. You will leave the center with a new appreciation for science and river habitats.

Museum of Mining & Geology

2455 Old Penitentary Road    Boise, ID 83712    368 9876

Everything you always wanted to know about mining and geology is answered here. As a refresher course, learn about Idaho's early days of mining from historical photographs and artifacts. A great trip to combine with a visit to the next door Old Idaho State Penitentiary, the museum offers exhibits showing the spectacular array of Idaho's geologic features. Lectures, field trips and other educational programs are also offered regularly. Admission is free and the museum is open seasonally, from April to October

National Interagency Fire Center

3838 South Development Avenue     Boise, ID 83705      387 5457

Idaho is often ravaged by summer forest fires. Luckily though, the National Interagency Fire Center is located in Boise. Founded in 1965, the facility houses equipment that helps firefighters across the western United States, including Alaska. During the free tours, visitors learn about special equipment for detecting lightning storms and the role of smokejumpers. The Wildland Firefighters Monument pays homage to firefighters with poetry along the pathway and statues by Larry Nowlan. Public tours take place  Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9a.

Old Chicago

730 West Idaho Street     Boise, ID 83702      363 0037

This local favorite offers one of the best draft beer selections in the area. In fact, there are more than 100 draft and bottled beers at Old Chicago. Pizzas and Italian-style sandwiches highlight the otherwise solid menu. Boise State University, University of Idaho and Chicago sports memorabilia decorate most of the interiors. Many of its patrons are alumni from these universities.

Old Idaho State Penitentiary

2445 Old Penitentiary Road     Boise, ID 83712         334 2844

Visit the "Old Pen" to get a glimpse of prison life in the West from the 19th Century onward. Built in 1870, the castle-like fortress was enlarged over the years, often using prisoner labor. In 1973 it was replaced with a new prison. Visitors can take a 90-minute tour, complete with solitary confinement cells, death row and the gallows. It is also the site of Idaho's only hanging in 1957. The building now houses several museums worth perusing.

Orma J. Smith Museum of Natural History

2112 East Cleveland Boulevard    (Albertson College of Idaho, Boone Hall)

Caldwell, ID 83605        459 5211

Boasting everything from beetles to Navajo sand paintings, this museum's impressive collection makes the 20-mile drive to Caldwell well worth it. Located on the Albertson College of Idaho campus, the museum offers many regional displays and collections. It is an eclectic collection, including fossils, insects and Indian pottery. There is even a large display of Baja California flora and fauna, a result of the college's research facilities in Mexico.

Pojos
7736 West Fairview Avenue     Boise, ID 83702     376 6981

This entertainment arcade offers a 22,000-square-foot indoor playground, including simulated games, prize center, bumper cars, merry-go-round and other entertainment for young children. Bright awnings and blue tables highlight the cafe where families can munch on pizza, hot dogs and hamburgers at reasonable prices.
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Quary View Park

2150 East Old Penitentiary Road    Boise, ID 

Not only does it have basketball courts, tennis courts and a playground, Castle Rock also offers a heart-pounding climb from this East End park, the informal beginning for a Castle Rock hike. Less energetic visitors can munch on grilled hot dogs and burgers hot off the public grills. Historically-minded visitors can stroll over to the nearby Idaho Botanical Garden and Old Idaho Penitentiary. The East End location also makes this park ideal for viewing the historic homes on Warm Springs Avenue, which are geothermally-heated from a pump at the park. Admission is free.

Ridge to Rivers Trail System

1104 Royal Boulevard    Boise, ID 83706      493 2531

Stretching from the Boise River to the Boise Ridge, the Ridge to Rivers Trail System offers hikers and mountain-bikers 75,000 acres of trails. Through the cooperative efforts of several government agencies, private landowners and other organizations, the trail system was created to preserve Boise's foothills. The old roads and trails allow for outdoor exploration conveniently from downtown Boise. Maps are available from the Boise Parks and Recreation, U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management and Boise outdoor stores. Some of the easier trails to hike include #27 Cottonwood Creek, #28 Crestline Trail and #31 Corrals Trail.

Roaring Springs Water Park

400 West Overland Road    Meridian, ID 83642       884 8842

Double Trouble, White Water Bay, Pipe Line Mines and Racing Ridge are names that water-lovers will soon learn at Roaring Springs Water Park. Located a few miles west of Boise off Interstate 84, this water park provides relief from the relentless heat of a typical Idaho summer day. Bright yellow slides twist and turn high above the park. Complete with volleyball courts and food court, this is a popular water park for the whole family.

Schick-Ostolasa Farmstead

5006 W. Farm Court     Boise, Idaho              229-4006

http://www.drycreekhistory.org/Welcome.html
The Farmstead forms the core of a homestead built by farmer Phillip  L. Schick in the Dry Creek Valley of southwestern Idaho. Schick settled the land in the early 1860s & lived there into the 20th century.  Today, the preserved Farmstead site covers 2 acres along Dry Creek, with seven historic farm buildings: the farmhouse, a detached kitchen & wellhouse (called the Red House), a root cellar, a wood shed, a saddle shed, a granary & a horse barn.  The historic site was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2006 for its regional significance as an outstanding example of early homesteading in Idaho, and 19th & 20th century agriculture in the West.

Shadow Valley Golf Course

15711 Highway 55   Garden City, ID 83714     939 6699

This demanding public course offers views of the Boise area from several hilltop tees. If you walk, the course's rolling terrain might make you regret it the next day. Trees add to the atmosphere, making shots all the more difficult. A driving range, putting green, golf shop and lessons round out the amenities at this often-voted favorite of Boise golfers.The course is located north of Boise off Highway 55.

Sockeye Grill & Brewery

3019 North Cole Road    Boise, ID 83704       658 1533

Come for the beer, but stay for the company. At Sockeye Grill and Brewery, there are over twenty brews on the menu, all of which are made onsite. The restaurant menu is equally comprehensive, and includes "pub grub," wraps and salads. Local bands play live music on Tuesdays and Sundays.

St. John's Cathedral

775 North 8th Street    Boise, ID 83702     342 3511

Idaho's largest cathedral stretches across an entire city block and has ceilings that soar up to 50 feet, but its size does not detract from its simple elegance. Warm, rich tones light the interior and intricate paintings climb the walls. Opening in 1921, the sandstone cathedral follows a Romanesque design, based on a Mainz, Germany cathedral. Even though the cathedral underwent a restoration in 1979, it retains an old-world feeling. Be sure to check out the impressive narrative stained-glass windows.

St. Michael's Cathedral

518 North Eighth Street    Boise, ID 83702       342 5601

Stained-glass Tiffany windows accent this old church. Claiming the area's first church bell, the church was constructed in 1902 with the same sandstone that is found in many of Boise's old buildings. The church's first organ, bought for $500, began a strong tradition of music. Today, there are occasionally free concerts featuring Boise State University singers. Voices ring clearly in this Gothic church, making each concert an enjoyable event. During Lent, luncheons are served on Fridays.

Ste. Chapelle Winery

19348 Lowell Road     Caldwell, ID 83607       453 7843

Opened in 1978, the Ste. Chapelle Winery, located about 30 miles west of Boise, has grown to be Idaho's largest and best known winery. The Winery Hill Vineyard surrounds the winery and its two-acre park, where picnickers can enjoy the views of the Snake River and Owyhee Mountains while listening to Sunday jazz concerts. Wine tasting and tours take place daily. Come and leanr about the history of the winery's award-winning grapes, which produce about 130,000 cases of wine every year

Taco Bell Arena

1910 University Drive   Boise, ID 83702      426 1900

The Taco Bell Arena is part of Boise State University. Referred to as the "Pavilion," the arena serves as a multi-purpose stadium that hosts events ranging from the circus to ice shows to concerts. It is also home to the Bronco Athletics, which comprises 17 games that compete for the Western Athletic Conference Division. The arena has a moveable curtain and can be transformed into an intimate concert hall or be completely drawn back to accommodate a sold-out show.

The Cathedral of the Rockies First United Methodist Church

717 North 11th Street     Boise, ID 83702      343 7511

This fine example of modern Gothic architecture lives up to its "Cathedral of the Rockies" name. Stained glass windows from a Philadelphia studio add a delicate grace and each window tells a different story, including many from Boise's history. Made from flagstone and sandstone, the cathedral boasts a towering spire and equally imposing cross. With a 1,000-person seating capacity and numerous public rooms, the cathedral is a popular place of worship.

Thunder Mountain Line Scenic Train Rides

Horseshoe Bend, ID     331-1184 

The history of the Thunder Mountain Line dates back to more than a century ago. Originally, the prospects for the railroad were to serve the gold fill in the Thunder Mountain Mining District, as roads at the time were unable to handle the incoming freight. The railroad was completed in July of 1914. The trains were mixed with freight, mail and passengers. Small towns and depots were established along the railroad tracks to support the local timber industry and railroads. The Thunder Mountain Line takes you back in time when folks moved at a slower pace and enjoyed the simpler things in life. Your train ride offers amazing scenery as it winds around a narrow canyon along the beautiful Payette River. Enjoy the open-air cars or the air-conditioned coach cars. The Thunder Mountain Line offers several different routes throughout the year. Each train ride is a two and one-half hour mountain railroading experience with the exception of the Cascade Limited, which is a five-hour trip.

U.S. Assay Office

210 West Main Street      Boise, ID 83702        334 2682

Built in 1871, this National Historic Landmark housed about $75 million in gold and silver during its heyday. Gold discovered in the Wood River Valley, Boise Basin and Owyhee County created the need for a Federal mint or assay office in Idaho. The sandstone Assay Office operated until 1933 when it became the Boise National Forest headquarters. Today, it is home to the Idaho State Historic Preservation Office and the Archeological Survey of Idaho.

Venue

521 Broad Street      Boise, ID 83702        919 0011

If you are looking for a perfect night-out gateway, the Venue is the place to be. It is one of the best places to enjoy some really good music in and around Boise. Local and national touring bands have all performed at this venue. Mad Caddies and Rocky Votolato are a couple of the bands that have performed here. A non-profit organization, the Venue promotes its events in an alcohol-free environment and is open to all ages.

Veterans Memorial Park
960 North Veterans Memorial Parkway   Boise, ID 83703

Flags fly high over the small memorial at this city park. Children can play at the jungle gym, while inline skaters and bikers cruise along the nearby Boise River Greenbelt. Offering access to the Boise Cascade Lake, the park is also popular with fishermen and wildlife viewers. Its location makes it ideal for a quick after work picnic or for a relaxing stroll along the Boise River.

Visual Arts Collective

3638 Osage Street    Garden City, ID 83714      424 8297

A creative venue showcasing current and future talent, Visual Arts Collective is a fine arts gallery exhibits work in the visual and performing arts, including music, theater and film. Shows like Exonerated, SuperDelicious, Hubris are hosted at this venue. The venue attracts the creative crowd of Boise and is a great opportunity to discover new talent.

Wahooz Family Fun Zone

1385 South Blue Marlin Lane     Meridian, ID 83642    898 0900

Located just off Interstate 84 in Meridian, about 10 miles west of Boise, this family fun center is packed with entertainment options for all ages. Attractions include bumper boats, mini golf, batting cages, go-karts, arcades and more. A snack bar and restaurant serves pizza, sandwiches, and cold drinks.

Warhawk Air Museum

201 Municipal Drive     Nampa, ID 83687       465 6446

History seekers journey to Nampa, about 20 minutes west of Boise, to view this rare collection of artifacts from World War II. Old war planes, uniforms, cameras, photos, engines and more are on display. Visitors also can explore Japanese and German memorabilia. Some of the museum's planes were used for the film "Pearl Harbor". Guided tours are available and usually last about an hour.

Warm Springs Avenue

Boise, ID 83702

This tree-filled avenue is home to some of Boise's first houses done in a graceful late 1800s architecture. Located near downtown Boise, these elegant mansions were the first in the United States to be geothermally heated. Stroll the neighborhood and find some of the best gems. The oldest home, built in 1868, is at 1035 Warm Springs Avenue. The first geothermally heated home, built in 1891, can be found at 1109 Warm Springs Avenue. At 929 Warm Springs Avenue, you come to a 1925 house built in the style of a British manor. All of the homes are private and are not open for tours.

World Center for Birds of Prey

5668 West Flying Hawk Lane     Boise, ID 83709     362 3716

Responsible for housing more than 200 birds of prey, this wood and glass interpretive center stands out against Boise's flat southwestern fields. Visitors to the World Center for Birds of Prey can admire peregrine falcons, eagles, owls and California condors, or stroll through the grounds, crossing over a rocky creek on a wooden bridge. The 7,200-square-foot interpretive center features soaring wooden beams and colorful wildlife art. Volunteers answer questions and provide informational programs and workshops. Hours vary on season.

Xterra Wild Ride Triathlon
Start date: August 21, 2011

End date: August 21, 2011

09:00AM

Venue: Eagle Bike Park      Extreme Bike Course     Horseshoe Bend Road

(Off Highway 55, just south of W Goose Creek Road)      Boise, Idaho 83616

YMCA (West)

5959 North Discovery Place, Boise, ID 83713-1556   377-4886     377-9622
Zoo Boise

355 North Julia Davis Drive      Boise, ID 83702     384 4260

Established in 1916, this open-air zoo hosts about 235 animals from around the world. Located in the Julia Davis Park, the zoo is a perfect outing for children and adults of all ages. Featuring otters, zebras and a variety of native Idaho animals, the zoo offers a special discounted admission price on Thursdays. Bring a picnic lunch and spend some time with your favorite animal friends.
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